“Effective/Biblical Sou-Winning!”

The Book of 1 Thessalonians

1 Thessalonians 1:5

I. Elements of Effective Soul-Winning:

A. Personal Salvation – “Our gospel…”

1. We must be saved ourselves.

B. Bible – “…came not unto you in word only…”

1. See James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23 and Matthew 13:1-9

C. God – “…and in the Holy Ghost…”

1. Therefore, there is a necessity for prayer.

D. Faith – “…and in much assurance…”

1. Their confidence or maybe Reassured bu others.

E. Good Testimony – “…manner of men…”

1. See 1 Timothy 3:7

F. Compassion – “…for your sake…”

1. See Jude 1:22-23.

II. Other Examples:

A. Acts 8-10:

1. Ethiopian Eunuch

2. Saul of Tarsus

3. Cornelius.

“Effective/Biblical Soul-Winning!”

ssalonians 1:5

I. This Message:

A. Our Text: 

1. 1 Thessalonians 1:5.

B. Our Topic:

1. One of the many things we should strive to emphasize in our church is preaching the gospel, or what we often call, soul-winning. Not only is it vital to our existence as a church body, God requires it of us. Jesus said, “I will make you fishers of men.” He also said, Acts 1:8 “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” And in Mark 16:15, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” Each of these commands extends to every follower of Christ. Therefore, we should strive to be effective witnesses for Him.

2. One of the things secular minded people do in order to be effective at a particular task is find someone who has done it successfully, and then imitate their actions in hopes of bringing about the same results. And while I do not condone all of the philosophies that are taught in books regarding leadership and success, I do believe it is wise to follow the precedents and examples of other men of God found in the scriptures. And we find an example worth following in 1 Thessalonians 1:5.

II. Paul’s Success:

A. Paul could properly be called:

1. A missionary.

2. An evangelist.

3. A soul-winner.

4. A Church planter.

a. And God empowered and blessed his labors.

B. Thessalonica:

1. This was a church he helped to establish and Notice the results, Acts 17:1-9:

a. See verses 6-10 of 1 Thessalonians 1:

· They became believers and followers of Christ, vs. 6.

· They continued their walk with Christ in spite of affliction, vs. 6.

· They were positive examples to others in the Macedonian area, vs. 7, 9.

· They sounded out the word (became witnesses for Christ, too), vs. 8.

· They were looking for Jesus to return, vs. 10.

b. WOW! Wouldn’t it be wonderful if God used our labors in Shepardsville to see others saved and become like the believers in Thessalonica?

C. Let’s look at what led to Paul’s effective ministry in Thessalonica:

III. Elements of Effective Soul-Winning (How the gospel came to them):

G. Personal Salvation – “Our gospel…”

2. We must be saved ourselves.

a. To some, this may seem obvious and unnecessary to state. However, there is much confusion today about what constitutes a “Christian.”

· Take for example the media frenzy about President Obama.

· Some are surprised the people are confused about Obama’s religion.

· Voting record on abortion.

· Called bible belt Christians “bitterly clinging to religion and guns.”

b. The following individuals would call themselves Christians:

· Robert Schuller of the Crystal Cathedral (Jesus is self-esteem incarnate, sin is the absence of self-esteem).

· Bono, of the Rock band U2 would consider himself a Christian.

· Roman Catholics, and even Mormon’s call themselves Christians.

3. The first thing that is necessary to be an effective soul-winner, is to be saved.

H. Bible – “…came not unto you in word only…”

2. The verse says, the gospel came not to them “…in word only.”

a. But it did in part to come to them IN WORD.

· Lifestyle evangelism is not sufficient alone.

· We must PREACH the word.

3. See James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23 and Matthew 13:1-9

a. James 1:18 - Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

b. 1 Peter 1:23 - Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

c. Matthew 13:3 - Behold, a sower went forth to sow;

· Each of these verses highlight the importance of preaching the Bible.

4. Paul went everywhere PREACHING THE WORD (Acts 8:4).

I. God – “…but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost…”

2. Some of what is meant here may be unclear to us, but one thing is clear.

a. Our efforts alone are not sufficient to make us effective soul-winners.

· We need the power o God.

· We need the assistance of the Holy Ghost.

b. Therefore, there is a necessity for prayer and dependence upon God.

J. Faith – “…and in much assurance…”

2. Their confidence or maybe Reassured by others.

K. Good Testimony – “…manner of men…”

2. See 1 Timothy 3:7

a. 1 Timothy 3:7 - Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

b. 1 Timothy 4:16 - Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.

c. Colossians 4:5 - Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.

3. See also:

a. 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 -  And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you; That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing.

b. Titus 2:6-8 - Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded. In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you.

4. One of the things we constantly find in politics is one side trying to discredit the other side by attacking their character:

a. They lied.

b. They cheated on their spouse.

· And while this does not always indicate that what they are saying is incorrect, it does cast a cloud of suspicion on them.

· THEREFORE, it is imperative we are men and woman of character.

L. Compassion – “…for your sake…”

2. See Jude 1:22-23.

a. People need to know we LOVE THEM.

IV. Application:

M. Do you want to be effective in your service for Christ? 

4. Then…make sure you are saved (the gospel is YOUR gospel).

5. Then…preach the Word.

6. Then…prayer and follow the leading of the Holy Ghost.

7. Then…be a good testimony to others.

8. Then…love people.

a. And leave the rest up to God.

“Signs of Genuine Faith!”

1 Thessalonians 1:2-10

I. Introduction:

A. Review:

1. Verse 6 – They were saved under the ministry of Paul, Silas and Timotheus.

2. Verse 5 – Outlines the manner of witnessing, which led to their conversions:

a. Personal Salvation

b. Bible – The Preached Word of God!

c. God – Heavenly help, The Word of God accompanied with the help of the Holy Ghost!

d. Faith – Confidence in the message preached.

e. Good Testimony – They knew what kind of men they were.

f. Compassion – They recognized the motivation for their service.

B. The Results of this type of soul-winning:

1. Genuine, long-lasting results!

a. Meaning, the people who make professions are GENUINELY saved!

· It is simply not true that everyone who makes a profession of faith is genuinely saved. We know this because of experience and scripture.

· We all probably know people who thought they were saved and were not.

· James 2 talks about a dead faith. Dead faith doesn’t work, genuine faith does.

b. Paul was confidence of their salvation/election, vs. 4.

· How? Because of their response to the gospel, vs. 5.

· How? Because they became followers of him and Christ, vs. 6.

II. What are some signs of a Genuine Faith:

A. Turning from Idols to serve the Living and True God, vs. 9. (Faith)

1. “For they (other believers) themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you…”

a. Other believers testify of the impact Paul and the others had on the Thessalonians.

· It was vast!

· It was noticeable by all!

2. “…and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God…”

a. Again, this was noticeable by all, and they spoke of it.

· Others could perhaps be heard saying, “Those Thessalonians have really changed!”

· They said, “They have put away their idols.” Negatively Speaking.

· They said, “They are serving the living God.” Positively Speaking.

· This truth is like marriage, it’s both positive (saying yes to one) and negative (saying no to everyone else.)

3. Genuine salvation requires a TURNING (i.e. Repenting):

a. See Matthew 3:1-8 – John required repentance before baptizing the Pharisees.

b. See Acts 17:30 – The essence of his message to idolatrous Athens was REPENT!

4. Scriptures we have looked at recently that teach us this truth:

a. Ephesians 2:2-3 - Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.
b. 1 Peter 4:3 - For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries:
c. 1Corinthians 6:9-11 - Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

B. Preaching to others, vs. 8. (Love)

1. They preached to others, specifically those in Macedonia and Achaia.

a. “Sounded out…” Greek word is execheo, where we get our word echo. It literally means “bounce off.”

· An echo is a reverberation of a sound spoken.

· So, these believers literally repeated what they had been told.

· They were a “Sounding board.”

2. “…so that we need not to speak any thing…”

a. Their faith and testimony were so bold and clear in some regions that the apostle hardly needed to preach at all there.

· He could just pass on to the next region, because they had covered that area.

C. Persevering through Trails, vs. 6-7, 10. (Hope)

1. “…having received the word in much affliction…”

a. See Acts 17:1-9 (During Second missionary Journey.).

· Verse 2-3 – A good presentation of what the gospel is.

· Verse 4-9 – There was division in the city.

· Verse 10 – Paul and Silas sent away.

2. Compare their reaction to persecution to Mark 4:1-20 (Verses 5, 16-17)

a. The Thessalonians are faithful/Genuine hearers.

b. Be reacting as such, they became examples to other believers.

3. Verse 10 also speaks of their perseverance:

a. “…wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus…” 

· It is this hope that keeps us going.

· A hope that He is coming for us.

· AND SPARING US FROM THE WRATH TO COME. 

“Not for Greed Nor Glory!”

1 Thessalonians 2:1-12

I. Introduction:

A. Review:

1. Message 1 – Effective/Biblical Soul-Winning

2. Message 2 – Signs of Genuine Salvation

a. Vs. 9 – Others told Paul and his companions the drastic influence they had upon these believers.

II. Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians:

A. It was not in vain, vs. 1. “…our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain.”

1. As chapter one highlighted, see vs. 8-9.

B. It was surrounded by trials, vs. 2.

1. See Acts 16:23-40 for the detials.

C. It was with no ulterior motives, vs. 3-5.

1. Notice the three words used in the verse:

a. Deceit: trickery, falseness, fraudulent (Greek word also translated error)

b. Uncleanness: One of the works of the flesh, normally associated with things of a sensual nature, however, the context here could probably mean fleshly (i.e. selfish desires)

c. Guile: cunning, sly (Greek word also translated subtilty, craft. And deciet)

2. Instead, their motive was pleasing God, vs. 4-5.

a. No flattering words. Vs. 5.

· Telling people what they would like to hear.

· Appealing to the carnalities.

b. No cloke of covetousness. Vs. 5.

· They were not after riches.

· Obvious by 1 Corinthians 9:1-15.

c. No attempt to seek the glory of others (i.e. Fame). Vs. 6.

D. It was as a nurse cherish a baby, vs. 8.

E. It was unceasing and sacrificial, vs. 9.

F. It was as a father treats his children, vs. 11.

1. Including:

a. Exhortation – 

b. Comfort – 

c. Charges/commands –

2. With this one constant:

a. “Walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.” Vs. 12.

“Being a Believer worthy of Thanks!”

1 Thessalonians 2:13-20

I. Introduction:

A. Review:

1. Last week we highlighted some things we see about Paul’s ministry to the Thessalonians:

a. It was not in vain, vs. 1. (1:8-9)

b. It was surrounded by trials, vs. 2.

c. It was with no ulterior motives, vs. 3-6.

d. It was as a nurse cherish children, vs. 7.

e. It was unceasing and sacrificial, vs. 8-10.

f. It was as a father treats his children, vs. 11-12.

B. The Second part of the chapter:

1. Reasons he is thankful for the believers at Thessalonica:

II. Reasons Paul is Thankful for the Believers at Thessalonica:

A. They Received the preached Word of God as the Word of God, vs. 13.

1. When they heard Paul and others preach, they accepted what they said as from God, which it was.

2. People today:

a. They will say, “Well, that is your opinion.” 

b. NO! That is what God says!

· They say, “No, that is just your interpretation.”

· Or, “That may be what the Bible says, but it was written by men.”

· THANK GOD FOR SOME PEOPLE WHO TREAT PREACHING FROM THE WORD OF GOD AS THE WORD OF GOD!

3. See the following verse:

a. Acts 1:16 - Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus.

b. Acts 4:24-25 - And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things?
c. 2 Samuel 23:2 - The Spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.
d. Mark 12:35-36 - And Jesus answered and said, while he taught in the temple, How say the scribes that Christ is the Son of David? For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The LORD said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool.
4. As modern science again and again reassures us of the folly of evolution, you’d think people would turn to the Bible.

a. Spontaneous Life disproved!

b. One species becoming another disproved by fossil records.

c. Advances in biology demonstrating the mathematical impossibility of changes/advances in a species.

B. They Suffered patiently persecution by fellow countrymen, vs. 14-16.

1. Those in Judaea suffered at the hands of their fellow countrymen.

2. Likewise, the Thessalonians did too.

a. 1 Thessalonians 1:6 – “…having received the word in much affliction…”

b. Acts 17 gives us the conditions under which they were saved:

· Acts 17:5 - But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.

c. The text describes the persecutions of the Jews towards the Judaeans and Paul:

· “Who both killed the Lord…”  vs. 15.

· “…and their own prophets…” vs. 15.

· “…and have persecuted us.” Vs. 15.

3. God allows His children to suffer at the hands of others because he is longsuffering toward the sinner. So, if the Lord was not exempt from this, neither should we.

C. They would be with him in heaven, vs. 17-20.

1. Verse 17 – Absence makes the heard grow fonder.

2. Verse 18 – Satan hindered them: (Daniel 10:2, 12-14)

a. A messenger sent to Daniel was hindered by the “prince of the kingdom of Persia.” 

b. And not until Michael, one of the chief princes, came, was he able to go forward.

c. Jude 1:9 - Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.

3. Verse 19 – They are his Hope, Joy and crown of rejoicing.

a. How wonderful it would be to have some “crowns of rejoicing” of your own in heaven.

V. Let us be believers worthy of Praise:


A. By Receiving the Word of God as the Word of God!

B. By Suffering Patiently, as Christ suffered!

C. And let us go win ourselves some Souls!

"Until Christ Comes!"

1 Thessalonians 3
I. Introduction:

A. Previous Message:

1. Being a Believer Worthy of Thanks, vs. 12.


a. By Receiving the Word of God for what it is, vs. 13.

b. By Patiently Enduring Persecution from your own countrymen, vs.14-16. 

c. By Longing to be in Christ's Presence, vs. 17-20.

B. This Message:

1. Compare the last verse of chapter 2 and 3, both reference the Return of Christ.

a. Therefore, it is highly likely that the material in between relates to this event.

2. Prophecy/Prophetic events are revealed to us because they have a practical purpose:

a. Dr. Milton Jones said the following in his book Methods of Bible Study:

· "The prediction of God's doings was given to a particular historical people, to awaken and stir them. They might not grasp all the meaning of the message, but the message-with disclosure of future things- WAS GIVEN TO INFLUENCE PRESENT ACTION."

· "To see the prophets as primarily predictors of future events is to miss their primary function, which was to speak for God to their own contemporaries."

· "Predictions concerning the future usually were secondary to the historical and contemporary elements."

3. Until Christ Comes:

a. Encourage one another in our afflictions, vs. 1-4.

b. Express Genuine Concern for one another's spiritual condition, vs. 5-10.

c. Enjoy the fellowship of the Saints, vs. 11.

d. Enlarge Your Love, vs. 12.

e. Establish Your Heart, vs. 13.

f. Entire/Complete (Unblamable) in your Holiness, vs. 13.

II. Until Christ Comes:

A. Encourage One Another in Our Afflictions, vs. 1-4.

1. "Wherefore, when we could no longer forbear…"

a. "Wherefore" connects this to the topic of the previous verses.

b. Which is the Coming of Christ and Paul's uniting with them there.

· They were "his hope," his confident expectation.

2. "…left at Athens alone." (See Acts 17:1, 10, 13-16. - He wasn't away from them long)

a. So, he stayed in Athens alone.

b. And sent Timotheus unto them.

3. "…sent Timotheus to…":

a. Establish - 

· Strong's: to set fast, that is, (literally) to turn resolutely in a certain direction…

· Translated:  fix, (e-) stablish, stedfastly set, strengthen.

· He wanted them to be faithful to the lord, unmoveable, Stand FASTENED!

· DON’T QUIT, DON'T STOP, DON'T MOVE, DON'T STRAY, DON'T FORSAKE!

· In light of the afflictions you are suffering.

b. Comfort - 

· Strong's: par-ak-al-eh-o; to call near, that is, invite, invoke (by…consolation): - beseech, call for, (be of good) comfort, desire, (give) exhort (-ation), intreat, pray.

· See Hebrews 10:23-25

i. We know the last days will be troublesome/trying. 

ii. We therefore, need to more frequently comfort one another.

4. "…for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto," vs. 3.

a. Verse 4 repeats this.

b. See the following passages:

· 2 Timothy 3:12 - Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

· James 1:2 - My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;

· Matthew 5:11-12 - Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven.

· John 15:19 -  If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.

B. Express Genuine Concern for one another's Spiritual Condition, vs. 5-10.

1. He could not wait to know their state of affairs.

a. But it wasn't there physical well being he referenced.

b. But it wasn't there financial well being he referenced.

c. Instead, It was their SPIRITUAL WELL BEING.

· "…lest by some means, the tempter have tempted you."

2. What specifically might he have been worried about?

a. Tempted to curse God, as in Job's case.

b. Tempted to Sin, as in Achan's case.

c. Tempted to embrace false doctrine, as the Galatians did.

d. Most likely, Tempted them to quit because of the afflictions, Matthew 13 - Many Do!

C. Enjoy the Fellowship of the Saints, vs. 11.

1. The assembly of the saints is something to be looked forward to with great anticipation.

a. Notice in the verse, he DESIRED TO BE WITH THEM.

· I hope we have a natural desire to be with one another.

2. My own experience:

a. One of my greatest desires is to be back at our home church.

b. I enjoy the fellowship of the rallies.

c. I enjoy the fellowship of friends and missionaries.

d. Because of the spiritual fellowship and edification.

e. The Assembly of believers IS, IN PART, FOR FELLOWSHIP.

· Yes, to worship God.

· Yes, to honor Him in song.

· Yes, to learn from the Word of God.

· BUT ALSO FOR FELLOWSHIP.

· And those who lack it, will never be all God wants them to be.

D. Enlarge Your Love, vs. 12.

1. Love one another.

2. Love the lost.

a. Both are commanded!

3. What is Love?

a. Biblically - Seeking the best interest of another (i.e. Christ dying for us).

· We, naturally, focus on ourselves.

· This is especially true when we are young.

· However, we are to mature and begin to see the needs of others.

· Sorenson - "Agape-love by definition is selfless, which is the anithesis to being self-directed which is the essence of sin."

E. Establish Your Heart, vs. 13.

1. Establish - Same as vs. 2. 

a. Strong's: to set fast, that is, (literally) to turn resolutely in a certain direction, or (figuratively) to confirm
b. Translated:  fix, (e-) stablish, stedfastly set, strengthen.

c. He wanted them to be faithful to the lord, unmoveable, Stand FASTENED!

d. Keep Going and Keep Growing!

F. Entire/Complete (Unblameable) in your Holiness, vs. 13.

1. Strong's:

a. From G1 (as a negative particle) and a derivative of G3201 (blame); irreproachable: - blameless, faultless, unblamable.

2. This verse is the same sentence as the previous. 

a. The goal/desire is in verse 12.

b. The result is in verse 13.

· Love (for God) RESULTS in holiness (set apart from sin)

III. In Summary:

A. Until Christ Comes…

1. Encourage one another in our afflictions, vs. 1-4.

2. Express Genuine Concern for one another's spiritual condition, vs. 5-10.

3. Enjoy the fellowship of the Saints, vs. 11.

4. Enlarge Your Love, vs. 12.

5. Establish Your Heart, vs. 13.

6. Entire/Complete (Unblamable) in your Holiness, vs. 13.

B. Or, if you are not saved…

1. Get Saved!

“Sanctification – Fornication!”
1 Thessalonians 4:1-8

I. Introduction:

A. “Furthermore…”

1. This word marks a transition in the book.

2. It means, “In addition to everything I’ve already said….”

a. The book will now seek to exhort believers regarding practical Christian living.

B. “…we beseech you…”

1. Beseech – Beg, plead with, or urge.

a. Paul, nor I, can really do much more than influence believers through our preaching and own life.

b. While I can command you by the Lord (vs. 2), I cannot force anything upon you.

· In this case, we could discipline you out of the church for immorality.

· But we cannot force you to be pure.

· You’ll do what you want.

C. “…as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God…”

1. Perhaps referencing the contents of Acts 15:29.

a. Where the apostles decided upon what was required of Gentile converts.

b. Or perhaps, of thing he had spoken while there in Acts 17.

D. “…so ye would abound more and more.”

1. I’m sure every believer has things they struggle with:

a. Some struggle with food.

b. Some struggle with laziness.

c. Some struggle with prayer.

d. Some struggle with pornography.

e. Some struggle to love.

f. Some struggle with temperance/anger/temper.

2. And though we struggle, the need is to grow stronger and by God’s grace gain victory.

II. Exhortations:

A. A Number of them will be given:

1. But the largest amount of verses will be given to the first, Sanctification!

III. Sanctification – Sexual Purity: - The Perfect Will of God for Your Life!!!!!!

A. Their Meaning - Opposites:

1. “…even your sancification…”

a. Meaning set apart, holy or sacred.

2. “that ye should abstain from fornication.”

a. Meaning sexual immorality (Gal. 5:19).

b. Translated from the Greek word pornea (i.e. pornography).

3. Why I am so opposed to the modern entertainment industry:

a. I know the type of influence it had upon me.

· Everything is laced with sexual innuendoes (suggestions, hints, overtones). 

· Hardly ever is a movie produced without some form of inappropriate sex invovled.

· Comedies filled with it.

· Drama’s filled with it.

· Music filled with it.

· Professional sports, filled with it.

· Commercials, filled with it.

· Billboards, posters, etc.

b. And for a young person to be exposed to this day in and day out, THEY CANNOT HELP BUT BE INFLUENCED BY IT.

· So, if you believe it is the will of God for you and children to flee it.

· Then shut it off!

B. How to possess our vessels:

1. Vessel is interpreted two different ways by Bible teachers:

a. As our bodies, the vessel of our souls.

b. As our wives, the “weaker vessel.”

· Unlikely, because it better fits the text.

· Unlikely, because it is addressing both sexes.

· Unlikely, because it is addressing married and unmarried.

2. Possess it is sanctification and honor:

a. Notice what Barnes said:

· “In sanctification and honour. Should not debase or pollute it; that is, that we should honour it as a noble work of God to be employed for pure purposes.”

· See also 1 Corinthians 6:15-20.

b. We should use our bodies for the purposes God has designed:

· Service to Him.

· Relations with our spouse.

C. Verse 5 – How not to possess our vessels:

1. “…in the lust of concupiscence.”

a. Unlawful desires: Bestiality, adultery and any kind of physical relations outside of marriage.

b. A common vice of lost people, i.e. Gentiles

- See Ephesians 4:17-19

D. Defrauding Others, vs. 6.

1. The text is very general (“…in any matter…”).

a. Therefore, it is difficult to narrow it down to own inappropriate activity.

b. But, considering the context, it most certainly references the sensual:

· Therefore, Don’t commit adultery.

· Therefore, Don’t steal someone’s virginity.

· Therefore, Don’t tale a child’s innocence away.

E. Holiness, vs. 7:

1. The world asks whether or not these things are wrong:

a. Adultery.

b. Premarital sex.

c. Homosexuality.

2. It is not a question of right or wrong for us, we KNOW IT IS WRONG!

a. Though the world treat it casually, WE CANNOT!!!!!

· We are to be Holy!

· We are to be Different!

· We are to be Sexually Pure!

IV. If you Disagree…

A. Take it up with God, vs. 8.

1. He is the one who gave the commandment!

“Brotherly Love!”

1 Thessalonians 4:9-10

I. Introduction:

A. The Love of Family:

1. Families tend to give certain privileges, liberties and allowances to one another that they would not necessarily grant to strangers or people outside of their family.

a. The motivation for such behavior towards family members is LOVE.

b. And might I add, the inability to show them to others is a LACK OF LOVE!


B. “Brotherly Love.” Vs. 9

1. Refers to the type of love shown by brothers, those of the same family.

a. The Bible doesn’t really define it, but perhaps assumes we know what is meant.

2. It is a type of love that God teaches us to possess and demonstrate.

a. Romans 12:10 - Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; 

b. Hebrews 13:1 -  Let brotherly love continue.

3. But our text, says that God teaches us this even apart from His word.

a. Even in my mind, this sounds somewhat heretical.

· But I don’t think it is referencing the command to love one another.

· But HOW WE CAN LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

C. “Increase more and more.”

1. While we may love one another, we are to strive to love one another more and more.

II. Showing Others Brotherly Love:

A. Allow plain speaking!

1. No one speaks as honestly as families.

a. Husband or sister says, “That dress makes you look fat!”

b. Sister says, “Why do you have to act so annoying in public?”

2. Families raise their voices at one another more readily than strangers.

a. Examples:

· At work it is done all the time.

· Tammy says she wants to be a church member, not a wife sometimes.

b. We sometimes perceive this as somewhat ironic.

· But it is not ironic at all, we realize WE CAN GET AWAY WITH IT.

3. We can speak honestly about our faults and doubts too.

a. i.e. I can tell Tammy anything and trust her not to think poorly of me.

4. Why can’t we speak plainly amongst other believers?

a. Why do we have to be so careful about offending.

· If someone is engaged in an activity that is harmless, can’t we just say it?

· If we speak of our faults, can we be confident, we won’t be looked down upon?

B. Forgive the most grievous sins!

1. Examples:

a. Physical fights.

b. Fornication, adultery, robbery, drunkenness.

C. Love is one of the “Birthmarks of a Believer!”

1. Scriptures:

a. 1 John 3:14 - We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.

III. “Study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands…”

A. Study...

1. Or, “Aspire…” “ Be ambitious” to live a quite/peaceable life.

a. This is as sever of a rebuke as this church receives.

· See also 2 Thessalonians 3:11.

B. Do your own work…

1. Or, “Mind your own business,” or, “attend unto your own affairs.”

a. When you don’t work, you become a burden to others.

· While some unconverted people may be fine with that.

· Believers Never!

“The Blessed Hope!”

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

I. Introduction:

A. Previous messages:

1. A Series of Exhortations:

a. Be Sanctified/Holy, vs. 1-8.

b. Exhibit Brotherly Love, vs. 9-10.

c. Work Hard, vs. 11-12. 

B. This Message:

1. Another exhortation.

a. Pertaining to the subject of Hope.

C. Illustrations:

1. Little Boy in Hospital (Teacher visited him)

2. Hope – Rats in water (1 group pulled out periodically)

II. The Blessed Hope/Rapture:

A. It is a Truth that God doesn’t want us to be Ignorant of, vs. 13.

1. “I would not have you to be ignorant…”

a. Ignorant: Without knowledge

b. The Bible says this elsewhere:

· Romans 1:13 – Concerning Paul wanting to visit them.

· Romans 11:25 – Concerning Israel’s blindness and the Gentiles.

· 1 Corinthians 10:1 – Concerning Israel’s happenings (hey are lessons for us)

· 1 Corinthians 12:1 – Concerning Spiritual gifts (Diversities of gifts)

· 2 Corinthians 1:8 – Concerning Paul’s trials (and consolation afterwards)

2. God Wants you to know some things!

a. And this is one of the MAIN THINGS He wants you to know!

B. It is a Truth that Gives Hope, vs. 13.

1. The reference to those “which are asleep” is a reference to the those who have died:

a. The context tells us this, vs. 17.

b. So, do other passages, 1 Corinthians 11:30; 15:6, 18.

2. Notice the nature and character of God!

a. What type of truth is it that He wants us to be aware of?

b. One THAT BRINGS HOPE AND ENCOURAGEMENT.

· While God does not remove sorrow from our lives.

· He EASES IT!

· He BRINGS COMFORT WITH IT!

C. It is a Truth that for Believers, vs. 13-14.

1. “…that ye sorrow not, even as other which have no hope.” AND “For if we believe…”

a. This is a truth that only gives comfort to believers.

· The lost have no such comfort.

· After death, their hope is perished.

· After death, there expectation of a reunion or better life, is over.

2. The Application then: GET SAVED!

a. Or else there will be no reunion with loved ones.

b. Or else when you depart from this life it is good-bye FOREVER!

D. It is a Truth that Affects both the Dead Saints and the Living Saints, vs. 14-15.

1. Notice the following statements, which indicate the current state of dead believers:

a. “…even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” Vs. 14.

b. “…shall not prevent them which are asleep.” Vs. 15.

· If Jesus is bringing them WITH HIM, then they are already in heaven.

· See Luke 16 – Lazarus is there.

· Enoch is there.

· Abraham is there.

· Elijah and Moses are there.

c. See 2 Corinthians 5:6-10:

· 2 Corinthians 5:6 - Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

E. It is a Truth Surrounding the Second Coming of Christ, vs. 15-18.

1. These verses clearly distinguish between the Rapture and the Revelation:

a. Here, We go to meet Jesus in the clouds in the air.

b. However, at His revelation, He puts his feet upon the Mount of Olives, Zech 14:4.

2. See

a. Titus 2:13 - Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

III. Application:

A. The Application is found in verse 18. 

1. Be comforted Believers.

a. Your loved one who have died are with Him.

b. We will be united with them one day.

c. And Jesus is Coming.

2. To the Lost:

a. Get ready!

b. Get Saved!

“Children of Light!”

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

I. Introduction:

A. Previous Messages:

1. A Series of Exhortations:

d. Be Sanctified/Holy, vs. 1-8.

e. Exhibit Brotherly Love, vs. 9-10.

f. Work Hard, vs. 11-12.

g. Be Comforted/The Blessed Hope, vs. 13-18.

B. This Message:

1. Children of Light

2. Those who are saved are called by lots of names in the scriptures:

a. Saints – Holy Ones

b. Disciples – Followers of Christ

c. The Church of God – Called out

d. The Bride of Christ

e. The Salt of the earth (Both Preserve Good and give to it flavor)

f. The Light of the World (Jesus is, too.)

g. A Peculiar people

· And our text highlights yet another term used to describe God’s people.

· Children of Light!

II. Children of Light:

A. In the Light You Can See Things You Cannot See in the Dark, vs. 1-4.

1. When it is physically dark:

a. You cannot see things because you are in the dark.

b. You cannot drive as well because you are in the dark.

2. When you are in the dark spiritually, there are some things you cannot see either, but thos who are saved can:

a. We can see “the times and seasons.” We know under what conditions Jesus will come.

· 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 7-12.

· 1 Timothy 4:1

· 2 Timothy 3:1

· 1 John 2:18 

b. We can see the Lord will come as a thief in the night. We know HOW He is coming!

· “…as a thief in the night…” He will not be expected

· “…they shall say peace and safety…” Everything will appear okay.

· “…and they shall not escape…” Then it will be too late.

3. But verses 4-5 make it clear, this will not be the case for the children of light:

a. We are not in darkness (unaware). We CAN SEE!

B. In the Light You Can Do Things You Cannot Do in the Dark, vs. 5-9.

1. Those who work (outside), must work during the day. To have light to see.

2. Verse 6 begins, “Therefore…” As a consequence/result of this…

a. “…let us not…” 

· In light of this awareness/knowledge…WE ARE TO DO SOMETHING!

· Ephesians 5:8 - For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:

3. Other (children of darkness) do the following… vs. 6.

a. Sleep – Unconscious/unaware of what is going on spiritually

4. In Contrast we are to WATCH AND BE SOBER, vs. 6.

a. Watch:

· The Practical application prophetic truth, Matthew 24:42, 25:13.

· Be Prepared by being SAVED and SERVING (vs. 46).

· Chapter 25 highlights both of these truths with two parables.

b. Sober:

· It does literally mean to abstain for alcohol

· But appear to be used in a general sense in many places.

· Meaning alert, which one cannot be under the influence of alcohol.

5. We Need to do those things highlighted in verse 8 also:

a. Put on the breastplate of Faith and love:

· Our amour, or means of protection, is not earthly, but spiritual.

· It includes Faith and Love!

· Believe God and Love God and Man.

· Put these things on every morning you expect to do battle (DAILY)!

b. Put on the helmet, the hope of Salvation:

· Barnes – “The idea is, that a well-founded hope of salvation will preserve us in the day of spiritual conflict, and will guard us from the blows which an enemy would strike. The helmet defended the head, a vital part; and so the hope of salvation will defend the soul, and keep it from the blows of the enemy. A soldier would not fight well without a hope of victory. A Christian could not contend with his foes, without the hope of final salvation; but, sustained by this, what has he to dread?”

C. In the Light You Can Feel Things You Cannot Feel in the Dark, vs. 10-11.

1. We sometimes get cabin-fever in the winter.

a. The short, cloudy, gloomy and cold days.

b. We desire the warmth, calm and  comfort of the sunshine!

2. Being “in the light” gives to us comfort unknown to the unsaved:

a. See verses 9-11.

· We have the comfort of knowing we will be spared the wrath of God, vs. 9.

· We have the comfort of knowing we will be with him, whether alive or dead, vs. 10

III. Conclusion:

A. John 12:36 - While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them.

1. And you, too can be a child of Light:

a. And know some things other do not know.

b. And do some things other cannot do.

c. And feel some things other cannot feel.

The Book of 1 Thessalonians

“Esteem Them Very Highly!”

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13

I. Introduction:

A. Previous Message:

1. Children of Light:

a. We See Things Others don’t see (Spiritual Climate/Jesus Coming).

b. We Do Things Others don’t do ().

c. We Feel Things Others don’t feel ().

B. This Message:

1. Esteem Them Very Highly!

II. The Praise of Men:

A. In General and for the most part is VAIN:

1. See these passages:

a. John 12:43 - For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.

· While the passage does not necessarily condemn the praise of men, it is minimized greatly, with a supremecy being on the Praise of God!

b. Jude 1:16 - These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage.

c. 1 Corinthians 1:31 - That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.

2. However, Our text does exhort us to ESTEEM someone VERY HIGHLY!

a. And government’s purpose is to “praise” those who do well.

· 1 Peter 2:14 - Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.

III. Esteem Them Very Highly:

A. This Exhortation is given to believers, vs. 12.

1. “And we beseech you, brethren…”

a. As we saw last week, the “children of light” are capable of many things others are not.

· 1 Corinthians 2:14 - But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

· Therefore, How can the natural man appreciate a SPIRITUAL MAN!

2. Lost people highly esteem…

a. Hollywood types – For simply inspiring people (ACTING)

b. Sports Athletes – For athletic accomplishments.

c. Political Figures – For their political achievements.

d. Humanitarian Figures – For their earthly help to mankind.

3. But God’s people, should highly esteem those involved in ETERNAL MATTERS!

B. This Exhortation is Concerning KNOWING THEM.

1. “…to know them…”

a. This speaks of something more than knowing their name:

· More than knowing they exist.

· More than knowing their first and last name.

· More than knowing what they look like.

· More than knowing what they preach on each week.

2. What type of Knowledge then does it speak of?

a. Strong’s - properly to see (literally or figuratively)…- be aware, behold, consider, (have) known (-ledge), look (on), perceive, see, be sure, tell, understand,
b. Barnes - The word “know” seems to mean that they were not to make themselves strangers to them - to be cold and distant toward them - to be ignorant of their needs, or to be indifferent to them. … there are things in regard to him with which they should be acquainted. They should seek to be personally acquainted with him, and make him their confidant and counselor in their spiritual troubles. They should seek his friendship, and endeavor to maintain all proper contact with him. They should not regard him as a distant man, or as a stranger among them. They should so far understand his circumstances as to know what is requisite to make him comfortable, and should be on such terms that they may readily and cheerfully furnish what he needs. And they are to “know” or regard
· Know their needs

· Know (seek) their advice

C. This Exhortation is concerning one who LABOURS, vs. 12.

1. “…which labour among  you…”

a. 1 Timothy 5:17 - Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.

b. See 1 Thess. 2:9 – Paul labored day and night.

c. Matthew 9:37-38 – Laborers are few (in harvest)

2. Their labour is AMONG the saints:

a. Or we could say TOWARD the saints.

· See 1 Corinthians 3:9 – Laborers with God, God’s people are the building!

· See Gal. 4:11 – Afraid he labored in vain TO THEM.

· See Phil 2:16 – He hoped he had not labored in vain TO THEM.

3. When others labor:

a. They do it to CREATE a product (a consumable: phone, detergent, appliance).

b. They do it to PROVIDE a service (fix plumbing, AC, electrical)

c. HOWEVER, A minister BUILDS PEOPLE!

D. This Exhortation is concerning one of authority, vs. 12.

1. “…and are over you in the Lord…”

a. See Acts 20:28 – Overseers and seen as responsible for the flock.

b. See Hebrews 13:7, 17 

· They are seen as rulers/authorities.

· They are seen as examples (to follow)

· They are seen as spiritual guides (watch for your souls)

· They are seen as responsible

E. This Exhortation is concerning one who admonishes you, vs. 12.

1. “..and admonish you.”

1. The natural consequence would not be to LOVE someone like this.

a. Rather our flesh would naturally dislike someone who admonishes us.

b. However, as God’s people, we should view it as HELPFUL!

· Proverbs 27:6 - Faithful are the wounds of a friend…
· Proverbs 28:23 - He that rebuketh a man afterwards shall find more favour than he that flattereth with the tongue.

F. This Exhortation is concerning the work they do, vs. 13.

1. “…for their work’s sake.”

a. Our love and esteem for them has more to do with…

· The TYPE of WORK they do…rather than…

· The TYPE of MAN they  are.

IV. Conclusion:

N. Do you Esteem Preachers/Pastors Highly?

1. You should, for their work’s sake!

O. As they are laboring to do the Work of Christ….

1. Presenting the Gospel message to sinners:

a. ARE YOU SAVED

2. Perfect those who are saved!

a. DO YOU HAVE A PASTOR!

"Overcoming Evil With Good!"

1 Thessalonians 5:15

I. Introduction:

A. Previous Message:

1. Last week we looked at four additional Admonishments:

a. Warn them that are unruly.

b. Comfort the feebleminded.

c. Support the weak.

d. Be Patient toward all men.

B. This Message:

1. Another General Admonishment:

a. Which highlights a Behavior, which ought to be exhibited by God's people.

b. OVERCOMING EVIL WITH GOOD.

II. Man's Natural Behavior:

A. One of two things motivates man's behavior at all times:

1. Flesh

2. Holy Ghost

a. Galatians 5:17 - For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

B. Lost Man:

1. Only by the flesh.

a. Though, his conscience can detour him from following the flesh.

b. So, can culture, upbringing and consequences.

C. Saved Man:

1. Can be led by Flesh.

2. Or by  Spirit.

D. What is the normal behavior of the flesh:

1. See…

a. Galatians 5:19-21 - Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

· The Flesh Lusts sensual things.

· The Flesh hates, envies, gets mad, fights and seeks revenge through retaliation.

· The Flesh basks in "Karma" striking their enemies and others who have wronged them.

b. James 3:13-18 - Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.

· The spirit is peaceable and gentle.

· The spirit is easy to be intreated and MERCIFUL.

· The spirit makes for peace.

III. Passages which teach this Principle:

A. Matthew 5:38-42

1. Matthew 5:38-42 - Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.

2. Resist not EVIL!

a. Which would include:

· Don’t hit back.

· Don’t fight back.

· Don’t curse back.

· Don’t RETALIATE IN ANY WAY!

b. What if someone…

· Cheats at checkers or football? DO NOTHING

· Grabs a toy from you? DO NOTHING

· Hits, pulls, shoves or throws something at you? DO NOTHING

c. If someone sues you, vs. 40.

· Let him have what he wants.

· Don’t focus on the particulars, or even the possible exceptions.

· CATCH THE SPIRIT OF THE PASSAGE.

d. Go the EXTRA MILE.

· I.E. Carrying Roman Soldier’s pack for one mile required.

B. Romans 12:14-22

1. Bless and Curst not:

C. Luke 23:32-37 

1. What they did to Him:

a. Arrested

b. Tried unjustly

c. Punches, Thorns on head.

d. Clothes parted

e. Mocked

f. Crucified

2. What He did to them:

a. Called for their forgiveness.

b. Died for their forgiveness.

D. 1 Samuel 18:30

1. What Saul did to David:

a. Neglected to show gratitude for David's service to him and his kingdom.

b. Tried to kill him multiple times.

c. Tried to get others to hate him (Michal and Jonathan).

2. What David did to Saul:

a. Remained Loyal

b. Refused to take his life when he had the opportunity.

E. Joseph:

1. His brother treated him poorly.

2. But when he had the opportunity, he treated them well.

"Rejoice Evermore!"

1 Thessalonians 5:16

I. Introduction:

A. Previous Message:

1. Overcoming Evil With Good.

a. This is not man's natural response to Evil.

b. But we are to be led by our new man, not the old man.

c. Which is the example Jesus gave us.

B. This Message:

1. Rejoice Evermore!

a. Another unnatural behavior (for most of us).

· We tend to be negative.

· We tend to complain.

· We tend to desire pity.

· We tend to think things are better for other than they are for us.

b. However, the Holy Ghost, directs us otherwise:

· Galatians 5:22 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, JOY, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

c. Joy is SOMETIMES easy.

· So, if the command was to rejoice SOMETIMES, we would be fine.

· Or, rejoice IN THE GOOD TIMES, we would be okay.

· But it says, rejoice EVERMORE! Much more difficult.

C. One Qualification: 

1. There are legitimate reasons why we cannot rejoice sometimes:

a. We are living in habitual sin.

b. We have not confessed and forsaken our sin.

c. We are not in the Word and Prayer.

2. If one of these items are the reasons for our grieved spirit…

a. We must take care of them.

b. Then we can REJOICE EVERMORE.

D.  But for the purpose of this message, we will make the assumption our Joy has not been quenched by our sin or neglect.

1. And focus on how we can rejoice EVERMORE!

a. In the good times.

b. In the bad times.

c. In times of victory.

d. In times of defeat.

E. I want to examine a number of passages that speak to this subject and categorize them into different reasons WHY WE CAN REJOICE EVERMORE (even in trying times):

II. Why We Can Rejoice Evermore:

A. Our home is heaven:

1. Matthew 5:10 - Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
a. Many of the beatitudes appear ironic. Including this one.

b. The phrase "for theirs is the kingdom of heaven" speaks of the persecuted believers future home.

· This world is not our home.

· Our circumstances WILL CHANGE!

2. Luke 10:20 - Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.

a. While it might seem quite sensational and exciting to have devils in subject to you.

b. IT IS MORE EXCITING to have your name written in heaven. 

3. Romans 12:12 - Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;

a. Some basic idea referenced in each phrase:

· Rejoice, Patient/Endure, Continue/Keep going.

· Rejoice because OF HOPE! (Recall the results of a lack of hope!)

· We must always keep in mind that THINGS WILL GET BETTER for believers.

B. Our rewards are abundant:

1. Matthew 5:10-12 - Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven.

a. This verse speaks of more than one reason we can rejoice evermore.

· Because of our future home.

· Because of our GREAT reward in heaven.

2. 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 - For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

a. This verse will also speak of more than one reason we can rejoice evermore.

· One reason, is our "eternal weight of glory."

· Weighing one against the other and the rewards outweighs the afflictions.

C. Our company is great (Christ, Prophets, Apostles):

1. Matthew 5:10-12 - Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.

a. See Jeremiah 15:15 - O LORD, thou knowest: remember me, and visit me, and revenge me of my persecutors; take me not away in thy longsuffering: know that for thy sake I have suffered rebuke.

b. 1 Kings 18:4 - For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.)

c. 1 Kings 19:2 - Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time.

d. 2 Chronicles 16:10 - Then Asa was wroth with the seer, and put him in a prison house; for he was in a rage with him because of this thing. And Asa oppressed some of the people the same time.

e. 1 Kings 22:24 - But Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah went near, and smote Micaiah on the cheek, and said, Which way went the Spirit of the LORD from me to speak unto thee?

2. Acts 5:41 - And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name.

a. They knew the Power of His resurrection.

b. They knew the Fellowship of His Sufferings.

3. 1 Peter 4:12-13 - Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.

a. When Christ appears and we are raptured out of here, we will not have the flesh holding us down and will want to please Him above all else. And if we have done nothing for him, we  will be ashamed. But if we have suffered FOR HIM, we will rejoice.

D. Our journey is short:

1. 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 - For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

a. At the time of our trials, they do not seem short, nor minute.

b. But compared to Eternity, they are extremely small.

E. Our maturity is in view:

1. Romans 5:3 - And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;

a. It builds up endurance.

2. James 1:2 - My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations…

a. The next verse says it produces patience/endurance.

F. Our Testimony before others:

1. Acts 16:25 - And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.

a. Their rejoicing evermore resulted in an entire family getting saved.

2.  Acts 20:24 - But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.

3. 2 Corinthians 6:10 - As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. (See verse 4)

a. He does this to be approved of by the believers.

b. In other words, to be a good example to them.

III. So, There are plenty of reasons to rejoice evermore:

A. However, they are all contigent upon you being saved.

1. But once you are saved, there are numerous reasons why you can REJOICE EVERMORE.

"Pray Without Ceasing!"

1 Thessalonians  5:17

I. Introduction:

A. Previous Message:

1. Rejoice Evermore: Reasons we can Rejoice Evermore (Even in bad times):

a. Our  home is heaven.

b. Our rewards are abundant.

c. Our company is great (prophets, disciples, Christ).

d. Our journey is short.

e. Our maturity is in view.

f. Our testimony before others.

B. This Message:

1. Pray Without Ceasing!

2. Prayer:

a. Time will not permit an exhaustive study of prayer (Over 500 references in Bible).

· That is not the purpose of this study.

· But I would like to give you just a few important points about prayer.

· At least t two of them are references directly in our text.

II. Pray - It is a Command.

A. Command!

1. Its meaning:

a. I don't want to spend a lot of time talking about its meaning.

· My assumption is that we understand what prayer is…

2. I have repeatedly referenced these as Exhortations.

a. But they are imperatives, i.e. Commands.

· They are not mere suggestions.

· Nor are they just good ideas nor optional for disciples of Christ.

· They ARE THE COMMANDS OF SCRIPTURE.

3. Sins of Omission:

a. When we think of sin, we most often think of sins of commission (commit/do).

· Hate, anger, malice, murder.

· Adultery, fornication, homosexuality. 

· Lying, stealing, coveting.

b. But there are also sins of omission (neglect/don't do):

· Not reading your Bible (2 Tim. 2:15 - STUDY!).

· Not attending the assembly.

· NOT PRAYING.

III. Pray - It is Communion.

A. But Prayer should be perceived as something much MORE than a command.

1. It is a privilege:

a. David said, Psalm 63:1 "O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is;"

b. The disciples asked, "Teach us to pray!" Luke 11:1

c. Isaiah said, Isaiah 26:9 "With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: "

2. Do you ever miss the Lord?

a. If you have went a significant amount of time without talking to him?

· They say absence makes the heart grow founder.

· Perhaps, only when you LOVE THAT PERSON.

· Do you LOVE THE LORD?

· Does it show in your efforts to communion with Him?

3. Prayer should not be burdensome: (i.e. Muslims)

a. It should be a relief, 1 Peter 5:7 (Casting your care on Him).

· According to this passage, Prayer is associated with Humility.

· It demonstrates a dependence.

4. Prayer is communion/fellowship with God.

a. Matthew 6:6 - But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

· It is not in order to be SEEN OF MEN.

· Prayer also has REWARDS.

b. Matthew 14:23 - And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone.

· Alone demonstrates it was alone time with God.

· It also further demonstrates it is for the purpose of communion, not to be seen of men.

· It was in he evening!

IV. Pray - It is to be Constant.

A. Our text says, Pray WITHOUT CEASING!

1. What this does not mean:

a. It does not mean to pray without breaking for dinner or something else.

b. It does not mean pray continuously, i.e. 24 hours a day.

c. It is not referencing a prayer marathon.

2. What it DOES mean:

a. It means pray permanently.

b. It means let there never come a time in your life where you have stopped praying.

c. Nothing should INTERRUPT a life of prayer. (i.e. Don't be too busy.)

B. See Jesus Parable in Luke 18:

1. The first part of this chapter consists of two parables:

a. And in both cases, the purpose for the parable is given:

· Verse 9 - "And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves…"

· Verse 1 - "And he spake a parable unto them to this end…"

2. Jesus speaks of the merits of prayer:

a. He can get you what you want.

b. But it does require PERSISTENCE.

3. But, Prayer will become more rare in the last days:

a. We know of the falling away, 2 Thess. 2:3.

b. We know of the perilous times, 2 Timothy 3:1.

c. We know of evil men and seducers will wax worse and worse, 2 Timothy 3:13.

d. We know there is an attack on the Word of God, just as there was in the Garden, Genesis 3:1.

· But did you know THERE WOULD BE "AN ATTACK" ON PRAYER?

· Not really so much an attack, but a definite decline.

4. Perhaps due to…

a. A spirit of self-reliance.

b. Economic prosperity.

c. Or an attitude of "It doesn't do any good!"

· This is a LACK OF FAITH.

· Prayer required faith (we cannot see God, nor whether or not He hears us).

· We can only know that by faith.

· This is why PRAYER IS CONNECTED WITH FAITH IN THIS PASSAGE.

5. Therefore, in the age of unbelief, in the last days, there will be a decline in prayer.

a. But Jesus said, …always to pray, and not to faint.

b. But our texts says, Pray without ceasing!

6. Illustration:

a. How many years have we spent praying for souls to be saved and numerical growth.

· But it hasn't happened!

· So, do we stop praying, assuming it doesn't work.

· Or like the woman, do we KEEP PRAYING!

V.  In Summary:

A. Prayer

1. It is a Command.

2. It is Communion.

3. It is to be Constant.

The Book of 1 Thessalonians

“In Every Thing Give Thanks!”

1 Thessalonians 5:18

I. Introduction:

A. Previous Messages:

1. Know them which labour among you.

2. Support the weak.

3. Don’t render evil for evil.

4. Rejoice evermore.

5. Pray without ceasing.

B. This Message:

1. Giving Thanks!


C. These behaviors are Unnatural:

1. The reason why God must command us to do these things, is because they do not come natural.

a. Naturally, we take people for granted.

b. Naturally, we don’t warn, comfort, support or exercise patience.

c. Naturally, we render evil for evil.

d. Naturally, we complain.

e. Naturally, we neglect prayer.

2. But SUPERNATURALLY, We do all of these things.

II. Being Thankful:

A. It should be a characteristic of the Saved.

1. “…concerning YOU.”

a. As a church epistle, this is for believers.

b. Not unbelievers.

2. It may be hard for some to be thankful, as they have not experienced the grace and mercy of God.

a. But the believer has.

b. And therefore, has a reason to be eternally grateful:

· Escape hell.

· Escape our just punishment.

· Gained heaven.

· Gained so much more!

3. Texts demonstrating the rarity of being thankful:

a. Prov. 30:11/1 Timothy 5 – Curse parents vs. being thankful enough to care for them.

b. Romans 1:21 – First step in turning away from God.

c. 2 Timothy 3:1-2 – Sign of the last days.

d. Luke 17:11-17 – 10 lepers.

4. Let me stress again, God’s people are to be distinct from the world around them.

a. Our behavior is to be decidedly different.

b. In the ways described in our text!

B. It is clearly the Will of God.

1. “…for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus…”

a. Usage in Scripture:

· Our Salvation, 2 Peter 3:9.

· Our Sanctification, 1 Thess. 4.

· Our Suffering, 1 Peter 2:15 and 3:17 and 4:19.

· Our Service, Romans 12:1-2.

2. Some things are heard to discern:

a. What to do with our lives after high school. College? 

b. Who to marry in the Lord?

c. In what capacity to serve the Lord.

d. Where to serve the Lord.

· We can spend a great deal of time trying to discern the Lord’s will in unclear areas.

· But the first step in discerning His will in these areas, IS DOING WHAT WE CLEARLY KNOW HE WANTS US TO DO!

C. It is to be made for everything/all things.

1. See the following passages:

a. Psalm 34:1 –  <<A Psalm of David, when he changed his behaviour before Abimelech; who drove him away, and he departed.>> I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. (he said this while on the run)

b. Ephesians 5:20 –  (Filled with SPIRIT) Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;

c. 1 Timothy 2:1 –  I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men;

d. Hebrews 13:15 – By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.

· A sacrifice, is a gift to God.

· But we need not bring money, or a blood sacrifice.

· But offer to Him THANKSGIVING!

III. In Summary:

A. Being Thankful:

1. It should be a characteristic of the saved.

2. It is clearly the will of God.

3. It is to be made for everthing.

IV. Application:

A. Let’s put it into practice:

1. I am thankful for…

a. My salvation.

b. My call to the ministry.

c. My Bible.

d. My virtuous wife.

e. My wonderful children.

f. My church.

g. My home church.

h. My parents.

i. My job.

j. My health.

k. My house.

"Prove All Things!"

1 Thessalonians 5:21

I. Introduction:

A. Previous Message:

1. Despise Not Prophesyings.

a. What is Prophesyings - Communicating Revelation from God.

b. Why do some Despise it? Because it is not what they want to hear or believe.

c. How can we prevent ourselves for despising it? Restrain flesh/Yield Spirit.

B. This Message:

1. Prove All Things!

II. Two steps Given in our Text:

A. Step 1 - Prove All things!

1. Prove:

a. Illustration:

· Sverdrup Phone Worker - 

· He believed that people should not question anything a preacher says (since he is the Lord's annointed). And to his detriment, he listened to Charismatic Televangelists (i.e. Benny Hinn).

· But this is so incorrect on so many accounts. What if TWO PREACHERS CONTRADICT EACH OTHER?

b. Strong's - …to test…to approve: - allow, discern, examine, (ap-) prove, try.

c. Webster - 1. To try; to ascertain some unknown quality or truth by an experiment, or by a test or standard. Thus we prove the strength of gunpowder by experiment; we prove the strength or solidity of cannon by experiment. We prove the contents of a vessel by comparing it with a standard measure. (MY NOTE: And we prove a truth by comparing it with the biblical standard.)

d. Barnes - Subject everything submitted to you to be believed to the proper test. The word here used (dokimazete), is one that is properly applicable to metals, referring to the art of the assayer, by which the true nature and value of the metal is tested…This trial was usually made by fire. The meaning here is, that they were carefully to examine everything proposed for their belief. They were not to receive it on trust; to take it on assertion; to believe it because it was urged with vehemence, zeal, or plausibility. In the various opinions and doctrines which were submitted to them for adoption, they were to apply the appropriate tests from reason and the word of God, and what they found to be true they were to embrace; what was false they were to reject. Christianity does not require people to disregard their reason, or to be credulous. It does not expect them to believe anything because others say it is so. It does not make it a duty to receive as undoubted truth all that synods and councils have decreed; or all that is advanced by the ministers of religion. It is, more than any other form of religion, the friend of free inquiry, and would lead people everywhere to understand the reason of the opinions which they entertain;
e. See these scriptures:
· Isaiah 8:20 - To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.

· Matthew 7:15-20 - Beware of false prophets/Sheep clothing/Fruits

· Acts 17:10-12 - Thessalonians vs. Bereans.

· Ephesians 5:8-10 - A Child of Light is called upon to  prove all things.

· 1 John 4:1 - Try the Spirits

· Revelation 2:2 - Commended for trying those who claimed to be apostles.

2. ALL things:

a. Not…some things.

b. Not…only the things you are prone to question (you don't want to believe).

c. Not…only the things proposed by others of another doctrinal persuasion.

d. Not…only the things spoken by a questionable source (even your pastor).

e. BUT…ALL THINGS!

B. Step 2 - Hold Fast that which is good!

1. Good:

a. That which you have determined is scriptural.

2. Hold Fast - 

a. Translated: keep (in memory), possess, retain, seize on, stay, take, withhold.

b. In other words, Grab Hold and DO NOT LET GO.

3. See these passages:

a. Deuteronomy 32:46-47 - Like Israel, Saints are to obey the scriptures zealously.

b. Proverbs 3:21-23 - KEEP sound wisdom!

c. Romans 12:9 - Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. (In regards to practical teachings!)

d. 2 Thessalonians 2:15 - Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.

e. 1 Corinthians 15:58 - Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

f. Revelation 2:25 - (Thyatira) - But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.

g. Revelation 3:11 - Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. (Philadelphia)

III. Conclusion/Application:

A. Saint: Prove - All things - Hold fast the Good (don't neglect it, OBEY IT)

B. Sinner: Man is a Sinner, Jesus is the Saviour, You need to be Saved!
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Abstain From All Appearance of Evil

!"

1 Thessalonians 5:22

I.

 

Introduction:

A.

 

Previous Message:

1.

 

Verse 21 - An exhortation with two steps:

a.

 

Prove (examine test, try) all things.

b.

 

Hold Fast that which is good (what you find to be scriptural).

B.

 

This Message:

1.

 

Abstain From All Appearance of Evil.

a.

 

We will Define three Words in order to properly understand the text.

b.

 

Then attempt to examine some specific ways we can obey it.

II.

 

First, Let's Define three words in our text:

A.

 

Defining Terms:

1.

 

I am sure we already have an understanding of these words.

a.

 

However, examining them further, will only seek to broaden our understanding of them.

b.

 

AND perhaps, clarify or correct in incorrect understandings we may have of a word.

B.

 

Abstain:

1.

 

Strong's - to hold oneself off, that is, refrain

2.

 

Webster's - In a general sense, to forbear, or refrain from, voluntarily; but used chiefly to denote

a restraint upon the passions or appetites; to refrain from indulgence.

3.

 

English Usage of the word:

a.

 

Acts 15:20 - 

But that we write unto them, that they 

abstain

 from pollutions of idols, and from

fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood

.

-

 

While the Gentiles were not bound to "keep the law"

-

 

They were commanded to abstain (refrain/not do) from certain things.

b.

 

 Acts 15:29 - 

That ye 

abstain

 from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things

strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye

well

.

c.

 

 1Thessalonians 4:3 - 

For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should

abstain 

from fornication

:

d.

 

1Timothy 4:3 - 

Forbidding to marry, and commanding to 

abstain

 from meats, which God

hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth

.

e.

 

 1 Peter 2:11 - 

Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, 

abstain

 from fleshly

lusts, which war against the soul

;


“The Great Conflict - The God of Peace!”

I Thessalonians 5:23-28

I. Introduction:

A. Previous Message:

1. Abstain from All Appearance of Evil:

a. Abstain – Refrain from.

b. Evil – Anything hurtful or harmful, anything which impairs of happiness

c. Appearance – What something may look like on the surface.

· Due to our efforts to point people to Jesus Christ as Ambassadors of Him, we must not give any actual or apparent reason to reject Him.

B. This Message:

1. The Title: The Great Conflict - The God of Peace 

2. Theme: Perhaps we will discover how all of these principles/commands are connected.

II. There are Three Major Subjects Alluded to in verse 23:

A. Justification:

1. It is the reference to Peace which points to Justification:

a. There is a Peace From God, Romans 1:7.

· 14 times in the New Testament it is used as a salutation, where the author is desiring the recipients of the letter spiritual well being.

b. There is a Peace Of God, Philippians 4:7 and Colossians 3:15.

· This speaks of the nature of God’s peace; it is without understanding.

· It MUST BE EXPERIENCED!

c. There is a Peace WITH God, Romans 5:1.

· This is perhaps the most informative of these three phrases.

· As it describes to us the lack of peace and means of peace (salvation).

2. Peace:

a. It means calm or at rest.

b. It is the opposite of being at odds, at war, conflict, strife.

c. Naturally – WE ARE AT WAR WITH GOD! 

· Fighting His will and word.

· Only Salvation CAN END THAT CONFLICT.

· Peace is the consequence of JUSTIFICATION, Being declared righteous by God.

B. Sanctification:

1. Notice the phrase, “Sanctify you wholly…”

a. Sanctify – Means to SET APART.

· Illustrated by Jacob and his sons being in Egypt but separated unto Goshen.

· We are IN the world but not OF the world.

· Like our Memory verse for last week, 1 Pet. 3:3-4 “For the Time past of our life…”

· Consider John 17:17 with what sanctifies us. His Truth! 

· Ephesians 5:6 also – The Church is sanctified through the WORD!

· It is the Patterning our lives after the Bible that sets us apart.

b. But see the word WHOLLY also:

· This tells us Sanctification is PROGRESSIVE.

· There are degrees of sanctification!

· As we Grow/learn/pattern our lives after His truth, we are further sanctified. 

C. Glorification:

1. There is a reference to man’s triune nature:

a. Body – The flesh, the part we see.

b. Soul – Mind, will and emotions, our consciousness, can’t see. 

c. Spirit – The spiritual part, which is quickened at regeneration.

· Soul and Spirit may be used interchangeably in scripture.

· I need to study this further.

2. Preserved Blameless:

a. UNTO the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ:

· Note – He is COMING AGAIN!

· Note – He preserves us until then!

· Note – Blameless, speaks of the Apostles desire for us to avoid sin.

III. AND the God of Peace:

A. Notice the Significance of this statement:

1. Which may indicate to us how all of the general exhortations are related.

B. Verse 23 begins, “And the God of peace…”

1. It is not another command or another exhortation. 

2. It is not saying DO THIS. 

3. Instead it is a consequence of doing the things mentioned. 

4. “And the very God of peace…” or “THEN/AS A RESULT the God of peace…”

a. PERFECT PEACE COMES AS A RESULT OF PRACTICING THESE THINGS!

b. PERFECT PEACE COMES AS A RESULT OF PATTERNING OUR LIVES AFTER THE TEACHINGS OF SCRIPTURE.

· This is, of course, comes after being saved!

C. Faithful is He – notice verse 24:

1. He Calls us, 

a. 1Co 1:26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:

2. He also…

a. He Gives us Peace

b. He Sets us Apart

c. He Preserves Us

· He does everything He calls us to. We simply yield.

IV. Closing:

A. Be Praying, vs. 25.

B. Be Affectionate, vs. 26. (Show You Care)
C. Be Reading, vs. 27.
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1 Thessalonians 5:22

I.

 

Introduction:

A.

 

Previous Message:

1.

 

Verse 21 - An exhortation with two steps:

a.

 

Prove (examine test, try) all things.

b.

 

Hold Fast that which is good (what you find to be scriptural).

B.

 

This Message:

1.

 

Abstain From All Appearance of Evil.

a.

 

We will Define three Words in order to properly understand the text.

b.

 

Then attempt to examine some specific ways we can obey it.

II.

 

First, Let's Define three words in our text:

A.

 

Defining Terms:

1.

 

I am sure we already have an understanding of these words.

a.

 

However, examining them further, will only seek to broaden our understanding of them.

b.

 

AND perhaps, clarify or correct in incorrect understandings we may have of a word.

B.

 

Abstain:

1.

 

Strong's - to hold oneself off, that is, refrain

2.

 

Webster's - In a general sense, to forbear, or refrain from, voluntarily; but used chiefly to denote

a restraint upon the passions or appetites; to refrain from indulgence.

3.

 

English Usage of the word:

a.

 

Acts 15:20 - 

But that we write unto them, that they 

abstain

 from pollutions of idols, and from

fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood

.

-

 

While the Gentiles were not bound to "keep the law"

-

 

They were commanded to abstain (refrain/not do) from certain things.

b.

 

 Acts 15:29 - 

That ye 

abstain

 from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things

strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye

well

.

c.

 

 1Thessalonians 4:3 - 

For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should

abstain 

from fornication

:

d.

 

1Timothy 4:3 - 

Forbidding to marry, and commanding to 

abstain

 from meats, which God

hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth

.

e.

 

 1 Peter 2:11 - 

Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, 

abstain

 from fleshly

lusts, which war against the soul

;
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"Abstain From All Appearance of Evil!"

1 Thessalonians 5:22


I. Introduction:


A. Previous Message:


1. Verse 21 - An exhortation with two steps:


a. Prove (examine test, try) all things.


b. Hold Fast that which is good (what you find to be scriptural).


B. This Message:


1. Abstain From All Appearance of Evil.


a. We will Define three Words in order to properly understand the text.


b. Then attempt to examine some specific ways we can obey it.


II. First, Let's Define three words in our text:


A. Defining Terms:


1. I am sure we already have an understanding of these words.


a. However, examining them further, will only seek to broaden our understanding of them.


b. AND perhaps, clarify or correct in incorrect understandings we may have of a word.


B. Abstain:


1. Strong's - to hold oneself off, that is, refrain

2. Webster's - In a general sense, to forbear, or refrain from, voluntarily; but used chiefly to denote a restraint upon the passions or appetites; to refrain from indulgence.


3. English Usage of the word:


a. Acts 15:20 - But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood. 


· While the Gentiles were not bound to "keep the law"


· They were commanded to abstain (refrain/not do) from certain things.


b.  Acts 15:29 - That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.


c.  1Thessalonians 4:3 - For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication:

d. 1Timothy 4:3 - Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.


e.  1 Peter 2:11 - Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;

C. Evil:


1. Strong's - hurtful…(translated) - bad, evil, grievous, harm, lewd, malicious, wicked

2. Webster's - having qualities which tend to injury or Evil is natural or moral. Natural evil is any thing which produces pain, distress, loss or calamity, or which in any way disturbs the peace, impairs the happiness, or destroys the perfection of natural beings.


3. English Usage of the word:


a. Genesis 2:9 - First reference was to the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

b. Matthew 5:39 - But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. (Therefore, Evil is smiting someone)


c. Matthew 5:45 - That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. (Therefore, evil is equated with unjust actions)


d. Matthew 6:13 - And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: (Therefore, evil is what are flesh allures us to. i.e. Fleshly lusts, gossip, selfishness, etc.)


D. Appearance:


1. Strong's - a view

2. Webster's - (10 different definitions)Probability; likelihood.

3. English Usage of the word:

a. John 7:24 - Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.

· Appearance or what things look like on the surface. Appearances are often WRONG!


b. 2 Corinthians 10:7 - Do ye look on things after the outward appearance? If any man trust to himself that he is Christ's, let him of himself think this again, that, as he is Christ's, even so are we Christ's.

· Again, here it alludes to the fact that appearances can often be wrong.


· Some were saying things about Paul that were wrong. But on the surface some of the things being said, may APPEAR to be true.


c. Daniel 10:18 - Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened me,

· Had the APPEARANCE of a man, BUT WAS NOT A MAN.


d. 16 of the 27 times the word is found is in the book of Ezekiel (a book with A LOT of visions)


III. Application:


A. Why does it Matter?


1. If the appearance (in other words what others perceive to be factual) is NOT true, WHY MUST WE BE CONCERNED ABOUT IT? 

a. They are the ones who are wrong.


b. They are making incorrect judgments!


c. So, shouldn't they be the ones who need to correct their actions?


· Perhaps, they do.


· But that does not relinquish us from our responsibilities to obey this text.


2. One such reason to obey this text may be found in 1 Thessalonians 4:12.


a. Because we are trying to reach the lost. Which may be difficult if they think we are acting in  a manner unbecoming to a disciple of Jesus Christ.


· Colossians 4:5 - Walk in Wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.


· Titus 2:8-10


· 1 Peter 3:1 - Wives winning husbands by their conduct


b. Our ministry is a matter of ETERNAL life or death. And we must give an ACTUAL or APPARENT reason for other to find fault with us and reject Christ.


IV. Specific Examples:


A. Joseph - In the house with a woman


1. Knowing she was attracted to him, he sought to minimize the appearance of evil.


a. Being with her could have opened him up to false accusations.


b. So, he attempted to stay away from her, Genesis 39:10.


B. Paul's working by night, 1 Corinthians 9:1-12.


1. It was NOT wrong for him to live off the gifts of the saints.


a. But because of how it MIGHT APPEAR TO SOME, he chose not to do it.


b. His motivation - To be effective in the ministry.


C. Meats which may have been offered to idols


1. See 1 Corinthians 10:23-33.


a. Those whole matter was over appearances, not moral right and wrong.


b. And the motivating factor is a love for others.

D. Some others have mentioned:


1. A man counseling a woman alone.


2. A saint visiting a bar or movie theatre.


3. Drinking soda from a brown bottle, which looks like a beer bottle.


V. Conclusion:


A. To the Saint:


1. Always be aware of the possible appearances of your actions:


a. Not wanting to bring reproach upon Jesus Christ.


b. And desiring to effective reach the unsaved world.


B. To the Sinner:


1. Look at the extent the Lord goes to reach you! Trust Him!


